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JV.S.  CA.  FREE  ADS  FOR  MEMBERS 

Free  Ads  are  available  to  N.S.C.A.  members  at  no  charge  The  only  requirements  being  that  they  be 
limited  to  4  lines,  one  ad  per  issue  and  no  auctions.  You  may  send  up  to  four  different  ads  in  one 
mailing  Deadline  for  Free  Ads  is  three  weeks  after  the  postmark  of  the  current  issue  of 

SCRIP  TALK  All  ads  received  after  the  deadline  will  be  held  for  the  following  issue  No  ad  will 
rerun  automatically,  each  issue  will  require  a  separate  request  Paid  ads  should  be  sent  to  SCRIP 
TALK  Editor  and  NOT  the  Free  Ad  Editor.  SEND  ALL  FREE  ADS  TO  Sieve  Ratliff,  N.S.C.A. 
Free  Ad  Editor,  3450  Riveniew  Drive,  Pace,  Florida  32571-9323  or  e-mail  JRatl947@aol.com. 

{Note:  +  at  the  end  of  your  ad  indicates  you  need  to  renew  it.) 

FOR  SALE:  COAL  SCRIP  -  OH  3079A10  -  $3.25;  KY  2677E50  -  $8.00,  2567A10  -  $7.00, 
2069A10  -  $7.00;  VA  291C50  -  $1.50;  WV  91B5  -  $2.50,  769B5A  -  $1.50,  1399C50  -  $1.50, 
13991-100  -  $1.25  Lumber;  CA  3890C1  -  $8.00.  All  postpaid.  Robert  Kelley,  2689  Cliff 
Road,  North  Bend,  OH  45052  + 

SOMERSET  COUNTY  COAL  SCRIP  WANTED  INCLUDING  THESE  TOWNS:  Boswell, 
Bell,  Boynton,  Gray,  Humbert,  Meyersdale,  Pine  Hill,  Ralphton,  Wilson  Creek  and 
Wmdber.  Jim  Hartman,  P.O.  Box  1702,  Beaver  Falls,  PA  15010 

COLLECTION  FOR  SALE  -  COAL  COMPANY  SCRIP  -  110  DIFFERENT  PIECES.  Few 

misc.  related  items.  Send  LSASE  for  complete  list  to:  Peter  R.  Buehler,  904  Evart  Street, 
Cadillac,  MI  49601  {616}  775-6734  + 

I  HAVE  LOCATED  A  “SPARKS  SUPPLY  COMPANY,  INDIAN  HEAD,  PENNA.  250” 
TOKEN.  If  anyone  is  interested  in  a  purchase  or  trade  for  this  unlisted  R-10  token  let  me 
know.  Don  Clifford,  P.O.  Box  65,  St.  Albans,  WV  25177-0065  + 

VIRGINIA  WANTED:  Collect  all  Virginia  coal  tokens,  but  I  especially  like  Southwest 
section.  I’ll  make  a  cash  offer  or  I  have  a  few  traders  from  most  all  Southern  States.  John 
Taylor,  2017  Granby  Road,  Kingsport,  TN  37665  (423)  246-9126 

EXPLODERS  TOKENS  WANTED.  Will  make  reasonable  offer  for  single  piece,  small  lot  or 
entire  collection.  Send  list.  Ski,  709-A  Commercial  Avenue,  Ridgecrest,  CA  93555-4312  + 

ALABAMA  COAL  &  LUMBER  AND  MERCHANT  TOKENS  NEEDED  FOR  NEW 
COLLECTOR.  Please  price  and  list  what  you  have  for  sale.  John  T.  Hudgins,  60  Chow 
Drive,  Harpersville,  AL  35078 

I  NEED  COAL  SCRIP,  ESPECIALLY  SETS,  from  all  counties  in  WV  except  Barbour, 
Boone,  Fayette,  Greenbrier,  Harrison,  Kanawha,  Logan,  McDowell,  Mercer,  Mingo, 
Monogalia,  Nicholas,  Preston,  Raleigh,  and  Wyoming.  Please  write  to  Alfred  J.  Bruey, 
201  S.  Grinnell  St.,  Jackson,  MI  49203  or  phone  (517)  784-1411,  fax  (517)  784-8076,  e- 
mail  ajbruey@aol.com 

DOG  LICENSE  TAGS.  Will  buy  or  trade,  1  or  collections.  Still  cataloging  pre-1900  tags, 
send  rubbing  or  photocopy  and  metal  type.  Bill  Bone,  Route  3  Box  14,  Clinton,  KY 
42031+ 

FLORIDA  TOKENS  WANTED  -  I  will  buy  or  I  have  coal  scrip  to  trade.  Send  large  SASE 
for  free  Florida  token  and  information  on  the  Florida  Token  Society.  Steve  Ratliff,  3450 
Riverview  Drive,  Pace,  FL  32571  (904)  994-4961  + 

A  REMINDER,  “  +  ”  AFTER  YOUR  AD  MEANS  IT  IS  TIME  TO  RENEW. 

fO 


NEWS  RELEASE 

COAL  MINING  MEMORABILIA 
VIDEOTAPE  -  A  REALITY 

After  nine  months  of  labor,  the  anticipated  video  tape  is  now 
complete.  Developed  in  honor  of  R.  R.  “Tip”  Tippy,  Charter  Member 
of  the  NSCA,  Inc.,  and  our  ancestors,  this  video  tape  is  intended  to  be 
an  educational  tool  to  be  shown  to  social  organizations  and  schools  and 
other  interested  parties  by  a  member  of  out  organization. 

This  one  hour  vedio  was  produced  in  a  limited  quantity  of  100  copies 
to  be  offered  initially  to  only  members  of  our  organization  with  a  single 

copy  limit  The  tape  is  offered  at  a  price  of  $24.95  and  the  price 
includes  postage  and  handling. 

This  tape  includes  an  introduction  into  mining,  the  company  store,  as 
we  know  it,  varieties  of  scrip  in  token  form,  paper  collectibles,  and  a 
segment  on  mining  artifacts. 

Additional  production  and  distribution  is  planned  to  other 
organizations  by  the  end  of  this  year. 

Send  your  orders  for  this  video  tape  to: 

Coal  Mine  Video  Tape 
%  John  J.  Podgurski 
24  Hemlock  Lane 
Elysburg,  PA  17824 

MAKE  PAYMENT  TO  NSCA ,  INC. 
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WANTED:  TENNESSEE  COAL  SCRIP 

FROM  THE  FOLLOWING  TOWNS. 

1 29  Atpontley  -  Apontley  Coal  Company  -  Lusk  Coal  Mining 

220  Bennett  -  R.  Mtn.  C.  &  C.  Company 

324  Bon  Air  -  Bon  Air  Coal  and  Iron  Company 

497  Cartwright  -  Palmetto  Coal  Company 

522  Chamberlain  -  Roan  Iron  Company 

529  Chaska  -  Chaska  Mining  Company 

601  Coal  Creek  -  Royal  Coal  &  Coke  Company 

683  Crab  Orchard  -  Chicago  Store  Company 

693  Crawford  -  Crawford  Coal  &  Iron  Company 

905  Elk  Valley  -  Buell  Coal  Company 

1 983  Mt.  Airy  -  Pikeville  Coal  Company 

2077  Nicholson  -  Nicholson  Coal  Company 

2121  Oliver  Springs  -  Oliver  Coal  Co.  -  Morgan  Coal  -  Middle 
Creek  Coal 

2238  Pioneer  -  Bear  Rock  Coal  Company 

2645  Stainville  -  Pilot  Mt.  Coal  Company 

2629  Spencer  -  Cumberland  Mountain  Coal  Company 

2849  Turley  -  Rock  Spring  Coal  Company 

3010  Whiteside  -  J.  C.  Higdon  Lessee 

3063  Windrock  -  Wind  Rock  Coal  -  Bessemer  Coal 

/  will  pay  $50.00  to  $175.0  each  depending  on  rarity  and  condition. 

D«ug  Ketran 
10461  Oak  Grave  Read 
Bristol,  VA  24202 
1-540-669-5865 
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HEIDELBERG’S  PLACE  IN  HISTORY 


BY :  Stephen  C.  Cawood 

An  historical  footnote  with  regard  to  one  of  the  least  expensive  and 
most  commonly  available  sets  of  coal  company  scrip  that  raises  its 
importance  when  geo-politics  is  interjected. 

Heidelberg  is  a  small  river  town  in  Eastern  Kentucky,  and  it’s  only 
claim  to  fame  that  I  know  of  is  that  for  a  period  of  time  extending  from 
the  late  1800’s,  until  the  late  1950’s,  this  was  the  uppermost  coal  dock 
on  the  Kentucky  River  Lock  and  dam  system. 

The  history  of  the  Kentucky  River  lock  and  dam  system  is  a  little 
known  but,  interesting  story,  and  has  its  origin  in  the  early  1800’s  when 
Henry  Clay  secured  legislation  appropriating  iunds  to  the  Crops  of 
Engineers  to  design  an  overland  canal  system  (liken  unto  the  C  &  O 
Canal),  that  would  extend  from  the  mouth  of  the  Kentucky  River  at 
Maysville,  on  the  Ohio,  up  the  Kentucky  River  and  up  its  southernmost 
fork  (the  Red  Bird  River),  and  with  major  locks  over  to  the 
Cumberland,  and  somehow  over  the  Smokies  and  into  the  Carolinas, 
and  down  to  the  Port  of  Charleston.  This  would  connect  Kentucky  and 
the  Ohio  River  with  the  East  Coast. 

The  plan  progressed  for  nearly  100  tortuous  years  during  which  the 
Kentucky  River  was  dredged,  dammed  and  locked  upstream  to 
Heidelberg.  The  width  of  the  stream,  its  depth  and  its  meandering  led 
to  the  development  of  a  completely  unique  little  barge  system  that 
served  Kentucky  Utilities’  Tyrone  plant,  and  an  Ohio  River  trade  now 
lost  to  history.  Prior  to  1950,  the  Tyrone  plant  was  the  primary  power 
source  for  Lexington  and  KU’s  Central  Kentucky  system.  And  Tyrone 
looked  upstream  to  Heidelberg  for  fuel 

The  coal  dock  at  Heidelberg  was  owner  by  D.  D.  Stewart  of 
Pineville,  Ky.,  who  for  many  years  held  an  “open  ended”  contract  to 
supply  several  of  KU’s  plants. 

(As  a  footnote,  the  Kentucky  Utilities  Company  was  begun  in 
Pineville,  Ky.,  and  it’s  first  powerplants  were  at  Varilla,  Fore  Mile,  and 
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the  “Pocket”  plant  in  Virginia.  D.  D.  Stewart  once  bought  and  deeded 
what  is  now  the  author’s  home  to  Robert  Watt,  Kentucky  Utilities 
founder,  who  made  it  his  home,  until  moving  his  corporate  headquarters 
to  Lexington,  Ky.) 

The  entire  barge  system  serving  Heidelberg  was  the  smallest  sized 
barge  system  operating  into  the  mid-20th  Century,  and  the  close 
personal  relationship  between  D.  D.  D.  Stewart  and  Bob  Watt  perhaps 
explains  its  endurance  beyond  its  economically  viable  life. 

I  have  been  unable  to  dig  up  an  exact  date  when  Heidelberg’s  coal 
trade  ended,  but  I  do  recall  that  during  a  server  winter  in  the  1950’s, 
for  some  reason,  barge  traffic  on  the  Kentucky  was  blocked  for  an 
extended  period,  the  stockpile  on  the  dock  at  Heidelberg  grew  too  large, 
and  then  exploded  by  spontaneous  combustion,  and  burned  for  weeks 
before  consuming  itself.  D.  D.  Stewart  blamed  the  fire  on  the  United 
Mine  Workers,  but  Mother  Nature  was  in  all  likelihood  the  real  villain. 

To  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  the  Heidelberg  fire  ended  commercial 
rive  barge  trade  on  the  Kentucky  River  above  Frankfort,  Ky.,  though 
to  this  day  sand  stills  comes  as  far  upstream  as  Frankfort,  Ky. 

The  Kentucky  River  still  flows  through  Heidelberg,  but  paraphrasing 
Jean  Ritchie,  the  barges  don’t  stop  there  anymore.  And  while  Henry 
Clay  never  realized  his  dream  of  a  waterway  tying  the  Blue  grass  to  the 
Atlantic,  his  dream  gave  an  obscure  little  town  in  Eastern  Kentucky 
with  a  funny  Old  World  name  and  a  claim  to  fame  in  our  region’s 
industrial  history. 

I  once  had  a  set  of  M.  L.  Durbin  Goal  company  scrip,  but 
traded  it  away.  Has  anybody  out  there  with  an  extra  set  of  this  R- 
l,  just  for  History's  sake?  That’s  what’s  at  the  root  of  our  hobby 
anyway,  isn’t  it? 
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THE  NSCA,  INC  fl 


WANTS  YOU 
TO  WIN  THE  2ND 
SPECIAL 
MEMBERSHIP 
RECRUITMENT 
CONTEST!!  * 


THE  GOA L  TO  DOUBLE  THE  NUMBER  OF  MEMBERS  OF  OUR 
GREAT  ORGANIZATION  BY  MAT.  1996  FAILED  TO  MATERIALIZE 
BECAUSE  NOBODY  FAILED  TO  DO  THE  /OB  SOMEBODY  WAS 
SUPPOSE  TO  DO  THAT  ANYBODY  COULD  DO  BUT  DIDN'T. 
CONFUSING?  A  GOOD  START  WAS  MADE  WITH  A  SMALL 
NUMBER  OF  MEMBERS  SIGNING  UP  NEW  MEMBERS.  DAVE 
WH/SMAN  LED  TO  RECRUITERS  WITH  14  NEW  MEMBERS  TO  HIS 
CREDIT.  REMEMBER.  IF  EVERY  CURRENT  MEMBER  WOULD 
RECRUIT  JUST  ONE  NEW  MEMBER.  WE  WOULD  HAVE  OUR 
ROSTER  DOUBLED  IN  IUST  ONE  HALF  OF  A  YEAR.  IT  CAN  BE  A 
REALITY.  NOT  A  DREAM.  HOWEVER.  IT  DEPEND  UPON  YOUR 
DEDICATION  AMD  INVOLVEMENT  TO  OUR  GREAT  ASSOCIATION. 
LET  YOUR  NAME  BE  LISTED  AS  THE  WINNER  OF  THE  SECOND 
RECRUITMENT  CONTEST  FOR  1996  COME  OCTOBER  1996. 


20. 


